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Bogotá, Colombia 

By Paloma 

My name is Paloma Jiménez Solarte.   

I am a La noamericana, a Social Communi-

cator and photographer from Colombia.  It 

is a country which is part of South Ameri-

ca.  It's the first country next to Central 

America.   

In the north is Pánama, the Carribean 

Ocean and Venezuela, and in the south is 

al Ecuador, Perú and Brazil.  From Vene-

zuela you can see the west part of Co-

lombia and also the beau ful Pacific 

Ocean. 

I was born in Bogotá, the capital city of 

Colombia. 
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Anshan, China 

By Helen 

I am Helen. I come from an ancient 

and pre y city, Anshan, which is locat-

ed in the middle of Liaoning province 

in the north east of China. Anshan is a 

crucial iron city with 3 million people. 

It has dis nct four seasons every year, 

a mild spring and a freezing cold win-

ter, for example. 

A legend of “Thousand Lotuses Mountain” 

Anshan is famous for a magnificent mountain called “Thousand Lotuses Mountain”, 

which is always associated with an ancient legend. Long long ago, there was a beau-

ful and kind-hearted goddess, Ji cui Fairy. She felt the world was a monotony of 

color; then she decided to change this situa on as soon as she could. She tried to 

use colorful lotuses to decorate the world, thus she took the rainbow to knit lotuses 

day and night. A er finishing 999 lotuses, the emperor of paradise suddenly found 

her secret and blamed her, saying that she had stolen the lucky rainbow from para-

dise. So the emperor wanted to punish her harshly. The courageous and pre y fairy 

quickly threw the 999 flowers to the world before the emperor caught her.  The 

lotuses turned into a mountain in a second by a miracle. Since then people have 

called the mountain 'Thousand Lotuses Mountain' in memory of the great Ji Cui 

Fairy and to express hear elt gra tude to her. 

When you stand on the top of 

the mountain and enjoy the 

spectacular scenery there, you 

may believe that the legend was 

true.  

Welcome to travel my 

hometown, a unique magical 

place in the world! I’m sure that 

it could be an unforge able 

experience for you. 
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Nanjing, China 

By Angie Shi 

 My hometown is Nanjing, which 

literally means “Southern Capital”. 

Nanjing is situated in the east of 

China on the lower reaches of the 

Yangtze River. It is the capital of 

Jiangsu province and the second 

largest city in East China with a 

total popula on of around 

8,000,000. The city has a promi-

nent place in Chinese history and 

culture. It used to be the capital of 

six Chinese dynas es and the Republic of China (ROC) which lost the mainland dur-

ing the civil war. 

Nanjing has a humid subtropical climate and 

is under the influence of the East Asian mon-

soon. The four seasons are dis nct. It’s very 

hot and muggy in summer and very cold and 

damp in winter. Spring and autumn are my 

favorite seasons, as the weather is always 

very pleasant.  

Nanjing is one of the most developed ci es in China with a lot of industries and 

universi es. Being one of the four ancient capitals of China, Nanjing has always 

been a cultural centre. There are many museums, art galleries, libraries and thea-

tres in Nanjing. Among all the museums Nanjing Museum, formerly known as Na-

onal Central Museum during ROC period, is the first modern museum and re-
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mains as one of the leading museums in China.   

Nanjing has more than 100 universi es, colleges and technical schools and is com-

monly viewed as a “city of culture” and one of the most pleasant ci es in which to 

live in China.  

What I like best about Nanjing is the beau -

ful natural scenery. Surrounded by the Yang-

tze River and mountains, Nanjing has many 

lush green parks, and small mountains. Nat-

ural lakes such as Xuanwu Lake and Mochou 

Lake are located in the centre of the city and 

are easily accessible to the public, while hills 

like Purple Mountain are covered with ever-

greens and oaks all the year round. The Qinhuai River flows through the city from 

south to north into the Yangtze River. If you are interested in history and culture, 

Nanjing is also a good choice for you to visit, as it has various historic buildings and 

monuments, relics, a city wall and much more, which can tell you all the stories 

from the Imperial period to that of the ROC period.     
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My Home Town ‐ Shanghai 

By Joyce 

I live in Shanghai, which is in the east of China. It is one of the biggest ci es in Chi-

na. It has a popula on of over 30,000,000 people. 

Shanghai is the economic and financial center of China. It is also a famous tourist 

city. There are many places in Shanghai that are worth going to, such as the Bund, 

Yu Garden, the Huangpu River, the Oriental Pearl Television Tower. The Bund is the 

symbol of Shanghai. There are many historical European colonial buildings and 

modern business buildings lining the Huangpu River. In the evening, colorful lights 

illuminate the whole area and the view is very beau ful. 

Shanghai has four dis nc ve seasons. Spring is warm and mild, it is the most beau-

ful season in Shanghai. Summer is hot and humid. Autumn is another beau ful 

season. It is cool and there are a lot of colorful leaves everywhere. Winter is cold 

but sunny. The coldest month is January, the lowest temperature can be below 

zero. 

Shanghai is famous for its prosperity. If you like shopping, you can visit Nanjing 

Road and Huaihai Road. There are many modern shopping centers over there. If 

you like delicious food, you can visit Yu Garden. A lot of local snacks are wai ng for 

you. 

The best thing I love about Shanghai is that you can always see different culture in 

this city. If you live in Shanghai, you will never feel bored. 
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Ji Nan, China 

By Sun Ning 

I live in Ji Nan, which is the capital city in the province 

of San Dong. It is located in the northeast of China and 

is only 400 kilometres from BeiJing. It has a popula on 

of over 6,000,000 people. It’s near the famous moun-

tain, Tai Shan. 

The weather is cold and snowy in winter and summers 

are hot and some mes rainy.  Some mes it is windy in 

the spring and almost no rain falls in autumn. 

There are a lot of water springs - more 

than 72, so people call it “Springs City”. 

There is a big lake from spring water in 

the middle of the city called “Big Light 

Lake” and a lot of lotus grows on it. Wil-

lows surround the lake everywhere, so 

the view is very beau ful, especially in 

summer. 

South of the city are some mountains. One of them is called “Thousand Buddha 

Mountain” because there are over a thousand Buddha statues and some statues 

were made 1,400 years ago. Of course there are some temples and monks. This is a 

famous beauty spot. 

Like other northern ci es in China, Ji Nan’s air is very bad and there are too many 

people, but there are modern shopping buildings everywhere, endless restaurants, 

excellent public transport and cheap prices, which make my life very easy. 

 

 



Write Around The World 

8 Karrinyup English Class 

Volgograd (also known as Stalingrad) 

The Hero City  

By Veronika 

It is located in the south-eastern Euro-

pean part of Russia 

The city lies along the west bank of the 

Volga River. 

 It is an important industrial city. 

It has about 1 million inhabitants.  

The climate in this area is con nental with a hot dry summer spell with peaks of 

temperatures at around +35C, some mes even +40C, and a cold wet winter spell 

with record low temperatures -32C.  

Volgograd is a grandiose city in all senses. 

It was founded in 1589 and throughout the 

ages the city has changed its name three 

mes, but it made history during a 36-year 

period when it appeared on maps as Sta-

lingrad. In 1942 the city became the scene 

of an epic ba le which became a turning 

point of WWII. The Ba le of Stalingrad is 

regarded as the largest and bloodiest 

ba le in the history of warfare which took 

millions of lives. In the a ermath of the 

ba le, the city was almost ruined. That is 

why Volgograd is very historical place and 

people remember it as Stalingrad.  

Modern Volgograd offers many places to 

visit. One of them is monument-ensemble 

“Mamaev’s Hill”. It is a memorial place of 

the Stalingrad ba le. The en re complex is 

quite impressive. Every monument has its 

own story and from all of them you can be 
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in the grip of deep emo on and feel their pain. The monument "Motherland Calls" 

is one of the most famous, can be seen from far, far away! It is also significantly 

complex from an engineering point of view, due to its characteris c posture with a 

heavy sword raised high in the right hand and the le  hand extended in a calling 

gesture. The height of the statue is 87 metres and when the memorial was dedicat-

ed in 1967 it was the tallest sculpture in the world.  

Thousands of people come every year to visit Mamaev’s Hill. 

At the complex of “Mamaev’s Hill Monuments” you can also see “The Tears Lake”, 

monument “Stay to Death”, “Mother’s Grief” and many, many others. This monu-

ment ensemble is grandiose because it is such a strong reminder about the a er-

math of war. When you look at the immense number of names on the walls in “The 

Hall of Military Glory” with “The Eternal Flame” and at all those sculptures you real-

ize deeply how fearful was that war.  

“The Hall of Military Glory”         “Mother’s Grief”                                   “Stay to Death” 

  with “The Eternal Flame”                                                                                   in winter.  

Volgograd has many other invi ng sights such as the Volga River Quay, parks with 

a rac ve fountains, Volgograd Central Railway Sta on, bridges, churches, art gal-

leries, The Planetarium, Circus, City Beach, shopping centres etc. There is a number 

of theatres, the most popular being Volgograd Musical Theatre, the New Experi-

mental Theatre, the Theatre for Young Spectators and the Theatre of One Actor.  

In Volgograd are located many educa onal ins tu ons: Volgograd State University, 

Technical University, Medical University, Pedagogical University, Agriculture Univer-

sity, University of Architecture and Civil Engineering, and the Cultural Ins tute of 

Performing Art and Music.  

I am sure, if you decide to visit Volgograd, you won’t be disappointed.  
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Wuhan, China 

By Zoe Wang 

My name is Zhaohui Wang. I had been working as a senior 

naval architect for more than fourteen years in Perth before 

I lost my job two years ago due to the oil and gas industry 

downturn. The photo was taken at a new updated crane 

and pipelay vessel naming ceremony in February 2014 in 

Nantong, China. In the photo, eight yellow salu ng guns 

were quietly si ng before the glorious vessel in the rain. I 

was a member of a shipowner team who were supervising the vessel construc on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My hometown is Wuhan, the sprawling capital of Central China’s Hubei province. 

Its popula on was 8.313 million in 2000 and 10.608 million in 2015. Wuhan is rec-

ognized as the poli cal, economic, financial, cultural, educa onal and transporta-

on centre of central China. It is a major transpor-

ta on hub, with dozens of railways, roads and ex-

pressways passing through the city and connec ng 

to major ci es in Mainland China. It is a commer-

cial centre divided by the Yangtze and Han rivers, 

arising out of the conglomera on of three ci es, 

Wuchang, Hankou, and Hanyang.  
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With a 3,500-year-long history, 

Wuhan is one of the most an-

cient and civilized metropolitan 

ci es in China. In AD 223, the 

Yellow Crane Tower (黄鹤楼) 

was constructed on the Wu-

chang side of the Yangtze River. 

Cui Hao, a celebrated poet of 

the Tang dynasty, visited the 

building in the early 8th centu-

ry; his poem made it the most 

celebrated building in southern China. 

The city contains many lakes and parks, in-

cluding expansive, picturesque East Lake, 

which is the largest lake within a city in China. 

Nearby, the Hubei Provincial Museum dis-

plays relics from the Warring States period, 

including the Marquis Yi of Zeng’s coffin and 

bronze musical bells from his tomb made in 

433 B.C.  

Wuhan has seven bridges and one tunnel across the Yangtze River. The First Yang-

tze River Bridge was built in 1957, making Wuhan a thoroughfare to nine provinces 

in name and in fact from Beijing to Guangzhou. 

I love my home town. You are more than welcome to visit it. 
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Jakarta 

By Se awa  

I live in Jakarta, which is the capital city of 

Indonesia.  It had a popula on of over 9.5 

million in 2010.  It is in Java Island, where 

there are a lot of tourists and urban workers. 

Jakarta is one of the biggest and most crowd-

ed ci es in Indonesia.  There is a lot of indus-

try even in rural areas.  It has universi es, 

historic buildings, mosques, cathedrals, tem-

ples and hospitals, big and small.  It also has 

modern residen al areas, housing complex-

es, flats, hotels, malls shopping centres, bars, 

restaurants, some parks and also a lot of poor places.  The weather in Jakarta is 

hot/warm and humid, some mes rain, because Indonesia has a tropical climate. 

Jakarta is mul  cultural.  There are many kinds of foods: Japanese, Korean, Viet-

namese, Chinese, Italian, Mediterranean, Turkish, Mexican or Spanish.  The popu-

lar Indonesian foods are beef rendang 

(spicy Beef curry), Soto Ayam (chicken 

soup, with tumeric, hard boiled eggs, 

clear noodles and shredded cabbage), 

aram goreng/bakar (fried/grilled chicken) 

eaten with sambal (chilli paste mixed 

with tomato and shallots), fried or grilled 

fish, beef soto (beef soup), nasi goreng/

mie goreng (fried rice/fried noodles) or 

noodle soup, Gado-gado (cooked vegetables with peanut sauce) and so on, and 

finally, krupuk udang (prawn crackers). 

What I like the best about Jakarta is that it is very convenient, my family life is 

there (in a different part of the country side), my husband works there and there a 

lot of job opportuni es.  I don't like the pollu on, crowds and traffic jams.  I like 

Perth as well, as a second home. 

That's from me! 
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Xian, China 

By Patrick Zhang 

Xian, formerly Romanized as Sian, is the capital of Shaanxi Province, located in the 

northwest part of China, in the Centre of the Guanzhong plain which is formed by 

the Wei River which is a large river for transporta on connected with the Yellow 

River in history. There are eight rivers surrounding the city and the city was known 

as Chang'an Before the Min dynasty; that means "Perpetual Peace". Xian is the old-

est city in China and one of Four Great Ancient Capitals of China; Xian became a 

cultural and poli cal centre of China as the capital for 13 dynas es from the 11 cen-

tury BCE to the early 10th century AD, especially several most important dynas es 

in Chinese history such as Zhou, Qin, Han, Sui and Tang. Qin dynasty is an important 

dynasty in the history of China because China was united under the Qin dynasty 

(221-206 BCE) for the first me.  

The first emperor of China was Qin Shi Huang and he ordered the construc on of 

the Terraco a Army and his mausoleum in the east of Xian. This is one of 8 wonders 

in the world. When the presidents, premiers and the state leaders from other coun-

tries in the world visit China, Xian, actually the Terraco a Army site is always an 

important and a rac ve place for them to visit.  As you know, a complete and con-

solidated feudal system had been established by Han dynasty and in Tang dynasty 

China became thriving, prosperous, strong and the largest country in the world. So 

many scholars, young people came from other countries to study and live in Xian at 

that me, especially Japanese scholars. That's why Japanese culture became part of 

Tang dynasty culture since then. 

 Xian is the star ng point of the famous "Silk Road' that linked China with central 
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Asia and the Roman Empire. In China people always say: if you want to know the 

ancient history of China you'd be er to go to Xian; if you want to know the recent 

(modern) history of China you'd be er to go to Beijing (Peking). Xian has a rich cul-

tural history in China full of treasures and saintly relics such as the Lan an Man, 

which was discovered in 1963 in Lan an county, about 50 km southeast of Xian, 

and dates back to at least 500,000 years before the present me. A 6,500 year- old 

Banpo Neolithic village was discovered in 1953. You can find that it was a maternal 

clan society and the village (tribe) leader was a female instead of male at that me.  

Many famous construc ons built in Xian in the past such as Great Wild Goose Pa-

goda begun in 652, were used to store transla on of Buddhist sutras by the Bud-

dhist monk Xuanzang (popularly known as Tang Sanzang) a er returning from his 

pilgrimage to India. There are many emperor palace sites, mausoleums around 

Xian city, and now they have been developed and rebuilt as beau ful sightseeing 

places for tourists to visit. 

               Ancient City Walls                                                                   Bell Tower 

Xian is not only the oldest city in China, but also has been the third largest and 

most important city, following Beijing and Shanghai, for educa on and research 

ins tu ons in China since 1950 because of many universi es and research centres 

established by the Central and local governments. Now the city of Xian has re-

emerged as an important cultural, industrial and educa on centre of the northwest 

region in China, with established facili es for research and development, na onal 

security and China's space explora on program. It also became one of three large 

manufacturing centres of aircra  in China. In 2015, Xian had a popula on of about 

8.7 million. It has a large and modern domes c and interna onal airport, high 

speed railway and freeway networks linked with most ci es in China and some 

ci es abroad. Now a new "Silk Road" with high speed railway lines (350km/h) will 
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be built from Xian to many countries in Asia and also to many countries in Europe 

linking with major ci es like Moscow, Budapest, Rome, Paris, Frankfurt, extending 

to London through the "Silk Road Economic Belt (One Belt, One Road) Program". I 

believe that Xian will be a more beau ful, modern and interna onal city with a long 

history in China in the near future. 

Some of the most popular, a rac ve sightseeing places around  Xian, such as the 

world-famous Terraco a Warriors; impressive Big Wild Goose Pagoda; dis nc ve 

Muslim Street; precipitous Mount. Hua; enchan ng Huaqing Hot Spring and the like 

are all must-see places during your trip in Xian. 

  

EAL ‐ English as an Addi onal Language 

The English as an addi onal language classes are for anyone whose first language is 

not English.  We have groups for beginner, intermediate and advanced levels.  We 

help learners to improve their speaking, listening, reading and wri ng skills. The 

teachers are all experienced and friendly. 

We frequently enjoy social occasions together - sharing our cooking skills in meals 

together, mee ng in the teachers' homes and ou ngs.  

So you don't only improve your English, you also make good friends! 

The group meets on Fridays, 9am-12 in term me, at Karrinyup Anglican Church, 51 

Burroughs Rd, Karrinyup, Perth WA 6018. 

The cost is $4 per week. 
Contact Kaye on kayemalcolm45@gmail.com or 0422965214 if you'd like more 
details. 

mailto:kayemalcolm45@gmail.com
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